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THINKING STRATEGICALLY

Offensive vs. Defensive 
Warfare

Historically, two methods of warfare prevail: attrition, 
slowly wearing down the enemy, and maneuver, swiftly 
striking the enemy to break their will to fight. Attrition is 
defensive warfare while maneuver warfare is offensive. 
We have already seen that ultimate success often requires 
both strategies. In World War I the Germans lost a war of 
attrition because they were outnumbered. The same real-
ities existed in 1940. But with their new technologies, the 
Germans could now enact a modified Schlieffen Plan.

The French did have a plan for another German inva-
sion. They depended on the fortifications of the Maginot 
Line along their shared border with Germany. They then 

focused most of their tank and infantry force on their bor-
der with Belgium, since that was where the Germans had at-
tacked in World War I. They left the relatively small Ardennes 
Forest, north of the Maginot Line, lightly defended since 
they did not think tanks could maneuver around the trees.

The combined French and British force defending 
France was roughly the same size as the German invading 
force, so they should have had the advantage. Normally 
an attacking army should be much larger than the defend-
ing force in order to be successful. But the Allies had yet 
to gather the last necessary element for victory: will. It 
seemed the French did not have the stomach for another 
fight like World War I. The nation had factions—Com-
munists, monarchists (conservatives), and republicans 
(liberals)—and these factions weakened France. The army 
was made up mostly of monarchists who were not excited 
about fighting to defend a republic.
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CONNECTIONS TO TODAY

The Late Bronze Age Collapse
While history does not repeat itself, people follow the 

same patterns since their nature and behaviors have not 
changed. One element to look for in your study of world 
history is the idea of collapse. Already we have learned 
about three collapses—the Fall, the Flood, and the tower 
of Babel incident. The fourth occurred around 1200 BC at 
the end of the Bronze Age. Why this civilization collapsed 
is a mystery, and the Old Testament does not speak about 
it directly. But as with all other events, God was direct-
ing it, and we can surmise how this collapse benefited 
the Israelites. In this collapse, the Hittites, Kassites, and 
Mycenaeans disappeared. Losing these trading partners 
significantly weakened the Egyptian New Kingdom.

Currently, historians hold to the systems collapse 
theory as the cause of the end of the Bronze Age. The 
theory states that as civilizations become more complex 
and specialized (each region providing a specific resource 
for the others) the civilizations become more fragile. Sub-
sequently, if one area fails, a chain reaction of failure can 
result. Bronze is made of copper and tin. While copper 
was found throughout the Near East, tin was scarcer, so 
gaining it required travel and trade. A new enemy came 
from the west in the 1200s—the “Sea Peoples.” As they

attacked the nations of the Ancient Near East, they 
interfered with this trade and weakened the established 
nations’ ability to fight off the Sea Peoples. Without the 
Late Bronze Age collapse, the young nation of Israel would 
have had to struggle against three powerful empires—the 
Hittites; the Egyptians, who controlled the land of Canaan; 
and the Kassites, the power to the east. But with these 
powers absent, the Israelites found breathing space to 
settle in the land.

Could a civilizational collapse happen today? In a 
fallen world, that is certainly possible. But as the Late 
Bronze Age collapse suggests, God uses even catastrophic 
events for His purposes. Those who are trusting in Christ 
recognize that they serve the sovereign Lord of history 
who rules all things. Even massive shifts in civilization are 
under His providential control, and Christians can have 
confidence in the purposes of God in human history. In 
times of upheaval, many will be searching for hope and 
comfort, and believers have greater opportunity for gos-
pel witness. Light shines brightest in the darkness.

What were some positive results of the collapses 
already studied? What were the negative results?

How did the Sea Peoples disable the Ancient Near 
Eastern world?

How do we see God’s hand in the Bronze Age 
collapse?
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Critical Thinking 2.1
1. How did religion degenerate in Sumer?
2. How did the Egyptians exercise dominion over their

environment?
3. Contrast the religion of the Hebrews with that of the

other peoples of the Ancient Near East.
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THE HISTORIAN’S CRAFT

Advantages and Limitations 
of Archaeology

Archaeology is the study of human history through 
the excavation of artifacts and the analysis of those arti-
facts and other physical remains. Movies have portrayed 
the science of archaeology as a romantic hunt for buried 
treasure, and sometimes it has been that. Mainly archae-
ology is the tedious task of putting puzzle pieces together 
without seeing the picture on the box. To produce a fact 
about the ancient world, an archaeologist must follow a 
long process. First, he must unearth a significant object. 
The object would have had to survive thousands of years 
of decay while being overlooked by hundreds of genera-
tions of robbers. What archaeologists can find from the 
ancient world is very limited. They can find the buried 
ruins of buildings, pottery, coins, clay tablets, or frag-
ments of pottery called ostraca, which are pieces of clay 
with writing on them.

In the Ancient Near East, when a city was destroyed 
by some calamity, the following generation built right 
on top of the destroyed city. They did this because the 
location of the former city was strategic, or because it 
contained resources for survival, or because the people 
wanted to express a tie between themselves and the 
former occupants. Sites where cities were built upon 
each other are called tells, or tels. The process of digging 
through the tels destroys the evidence of the more recent 
civilizations, so archaeologists must carefully document 
what they find as they search for more ancient remains. 
After archaeologists find something they think is of value, 
it must be studied and any writing translated; this can take 
years. Following the study, they will publish their findings 
in a journal so that other archaeologists can judge their 
conclusions, agreeing or disagreeing. Many times, they 
find not just one or two objects of value but several pieces 
of evidence, such as piles of broken pottery, which help to 
create a composite picture of the people that lived there 
in ancient times.

As with other sciences, the conclusions archaeolo-
gists make regarding their findings are largely based on 
their presuppositions. There are two schools of Ancient 
Near East archaeology: biblical maximalists and minimal-
ists. Maximalists believe the Bible is a useful source to help 
them in their quest to dig up this lost world. Minimalists 
believe that the Old Testament was written long after the 
events it describes and is therefore unreliable for revealing 
what went on in the ancient world. Because of this skep-
ticism, Christian archaeologists must be careful not to 
claim that their findings confirm the biblical account until 
they have substantiated all their facts. Some of the most 
noteworthy archaeological finds confirming the biblical 
account are the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, the Tel-
Dan inscription naming the house of David, the Moabite 
stone, and the Sennacherib Prism, which matches an 
account in 2 Kings. Later you will study some of these 
discoveries more closely.

Contrast the presuppositions of the biblical mini-
malist and maximalist.

How is archaeology useful for studying the An-
cient Near East?

How would you respond practically and philo-
sophically to the archaeologist who says that 
since the mountains of Ararat have been com-
pletely explored with no sign of Noah’s ark, the 
account of Noah must be a fable? 
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World History offers a dynamic overview of global history 
from Creation to the modern day. Students explore key 
themes—justice, power, community, the environment, 
and world religions —while studying major civilizations. 
The course covers pivotal events like the Renaissance, 
Reformation, revolutions, world wars, and modern global 
shifts, while examining how geography, politics, and 
economics have shaped the human story. Through it all, 
students will see how world history reflects God’s kingdom.

Student Edition
The World History Student Edition helps students trace 
major events, civilizations and cultures—including 
early empires, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance, the 
Reformation, and the Enlightenment. It encourages 
students to see how historical patterns point to 
the triumph of God’s kingdom and equips them to 
engage today’s culture through document-based 
analysis, historical research, digital literacy, and 21st-
century skills. Each chapter includes reading checks, 
critical thinking questions, and reviews to support 
understanding and reflection.

Teacher Edition 
The two-volume World History Teacher Edition 
provides teaching strategies and formative 
assessments, all aligned with educational objectives, 
to help teachers to foster critical-thinking skills. 
Suggested discussion topics and questions guide 
teachers through key themes and the analysis of 
primary sources. Multiple pathways for engaging with 
historical events, eras, concepts, and assumptions are 
included, offering a rich framework for instruction.

Activities
The course includes a variety of engaging activities 
designed to deepen student understanding. Graphic 
organizers, maps, and charts reinforce key concepts. 
The “History at Its Source” feature, introduces students 
to historical documents and perspectives. These 
activities use the SOAPSTone method of literary 
analysis, helping students evaluate sources by 
examining the speaker, occasion, audience, purpose, 
subject, and tone. Students are encouraged to think 
like historians.

Assessments
The test packet includes 24 chapter tests—one for 
each chapter—to evaluate student progress. Chapter 
reviews in the Student Edition prepare students for 
these assessments with test-style questions that 
support review and retention.

Also available are the Assessments Answer Key 
and the Activities Answer Key.

eTexts of student and teacher materials, along with resources 
referenced in the Teacher Edition, are available in BJU Press Trove.

A Journey Through 
Our World

Beginning History with Creation
In this course, students will find a serious treatment of the 
historical records in the Bible. The Bible is recognized as 
an authoritative source for world history, and the Creation 
account serves as the starting point for the exploration of 
global events.

Broad Survey of World History
To give students a more balanced view of world history, 
this course offers in-depth explorations of the civilizations 
in Africa and the East, Asia, the Americas before European 
settlers arrived, and the influential empires of Africa, 
India, and Asia. Through study and discussions, students 
will gain a richer understanding of the contributions and 
enduring legacies of these regions.

Major Patterns in World History
In this course, students will study the major patterns 
that shape world history. By tracing the sequence of 
events, they will analyze causes and effects and evaluate 
the continuity and transformation of ideologies and 
civilizations over time. Throughout this course, students 
will develop a deeper understanding of how historical 
patterns have influenced the world as we know it.

Thinking Like Historians
Every element of this course comes together to build 
essential skills for student historians. Students will study 
primary sources while working with maps, charts, and 
data to refine their analytical abilities. “History at Its 
Source” activities push students to examine history 
critically, deepening their understanding of the past.
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