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Trouble at Silver Pines Inn

Journey into Thinking Skills
Window Wishes2

When Nick’s mother has to help out at Silver 
Pines Inn and Nick is allowed to go along, his 
biggest hope is that he will discover buried treasure 
on the beach. Instead, he finds himself trying to 
please a sour old man—his own grandfather—and 
he’s constantly in trouble: he’s a disturbance to his 
grandfather, he accidentally falls into the icy ocean, 
and a guest at the inn suspects him of taking her 
prized bracelet.

Nothing seems as bad, though, when he’s 
with Kashi, the Japanese man who teaches him to 
fly kites and helps him to rescue a sea gull. Kashi 
encourages Nick to demonstrate God’s love to his 
grandfather, and eventually that love brings the 
two men together and enables Nick to enjoy a new 
relationship with his grandfather.

The Secret of the Golden 
Cowrie

The Stolen Years
Night Flight
A Question of Yams
Noodle Soup
Nothing Daunted
Trouble at Silver Pines Inn
Mik-Shrok

Gloria Repp has been a schoolteacher, a youth worker, and an editor of 
children’s books. In her free time, she enjoys writing books for children, and 
she has a particular interest in writing about missionaries.

When she reads magazines or news reports, she often finds accounts of 
events or people that give her story ideas, and when she explores the settings 
for her books, she looks for details that could play a part in the story. Her 
memories of growing up near the ocean and her interest in sea gulls gave her 
a good background for writing Trouble at Silver Pines Inn.

Books by 
the Author Gloria Repp

May be used with Reading 6

A literature study created especially for educators: 
• lesson guide 
• reproducibles 
• correlated activities
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Ages: 9-12
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Materials for each student:
 •  one 81⁄2'' x 11'' sheet white drawing paper
 •  drawing and coloring implements

 Fold the paper in half so the short ends 
touch each other.

 Cut the paper in half along the crease.

 On one piece, trim an inch off all the edges.

 Position the smaller paper onto the larger 
one to resemble a hinged window set into a 
frame with another window underneath.

 Draw around the smaller piece and color in 
the window frame.

 On the outer window, draw and color what 
Nick saw when he looked out his grandfa-
ther’s window.

 On the inner window, draw and color what 
Nick hoped to find at the beach.

 Tape one edge of the outer window to hold 
it in place.

Journey into Science5

Materials for each student:
 • 1 plastic straw
 • 1 empty spool of thread
 • 1 toothpick
 • 1 small piece of paper
 • 1 index card
 • ruler
 • glue

 Trace around the spool of thread on the sheet of 
paper.

 Draw a cross on the circle and label the directions 
N, S, E, W. Cut out the circle and glue it to the top 
of the spool.

 Cut a piece of straw two inches taller than the 
spool. Poke this piece of straw through the circle 
into the spool.

 Measure the leftover straw. Find the center and 
poke the toothpick through the straw. (Turn the 
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Blowing Away: a Weathervane

toothpick around to stretch the hole and enable the 
straw to turn freely on the toothpick.)

 Cut a large triangle from the index card. Cut the 
top of the triangle off to form a small triangle 
(head) and a trapezoid (tail).

 Make a vertical cut through both ends of the straw 
on the toothpick; insert the triangle at one end and 
the trapezoid at the other end.

 Place the toothpick in the straw that sticks out of 
the spool.

 Take the project outside. Position the weathervane 
so that the N points north. (Use a compass if nec-
essary.) Now the arrow will point in the direction 
that the wind is blowing.
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13 Journey into Science
Experimenting with Air Pressure14

Read the information on Reproducible—Lesson 14 about 
preparing a disaster kit. Then make a list of the canned food 
you would pack for your family. Plan enough food to last for 
three days—and don’t forget food for your pets.

Journey into Thinking Skills
Our Family Eats

3 Journey into Arts and Crafts
Poetry in Ocean

Materials for each student:
 •  art paper; blue and green  

tempera paint
 •  paintbrush
 •  white glue
 •  natural-colored art sand
 •  white shaving cream
 •  small shells or shell-

shaped pasta

1.  Mix blue tempera to watercolor thickness and wash 
over the upper half of the paper to represent sky. 
Add green tempera to make blue-green, and wash 
over the lower half of the paper. Let dry completely.

 2.  Brush white glue, thinned with water, over a strip 
at the lower edge of the paper to represent shore. 
Sprinkle sand over the glue, shake off the excess, 
and let the page dry completely.

 3.  Mix equal parts of shaving cream and glue. Use the 
mixture to add ocean spray, breaking waves, flying 
birds, or cumulus clouds.

 4.  Glue shells in place on the sand.
 5.  Paste a haiku poem (Reproducible—Lesson 3B) in 

an open place in the sky.

Materials:
 • 2 table tennis balls or foam balls
 • 2 pieces of string (each 6 inches in length)
 • hot glue or 2 straight pins
 • a pencil about 6 inches in length
 Glue one end of a piece of string to a table  

tennis ball. Or pin one end of a piece of string 
to a foam ball. Repeat with the other ball and 
string.

 Tie the loose ends of the string to the pencil, 
about 2 inches apart.
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Ask students to suggest what will happen if 
they blow between the two balls. Then have them 
try it. Note that the balls move more closely 
together.

Help students to understand that blowing 
between the balls created an area of low pressure. 
Because higher pressure air is on the outside of 
the balls, the balls were pushed together. Air pres-
sure becomes lower when air moves more quickly.

Point out that airplane wings are designed so that the air going over the 
top of the wing moves more quickly than the air beneath the wing. The air 
above the wing has lower pressure. The air beneath the wing has higher 
pressure. The air under the wing will push the wing up, causing it to lift.

15 Journey into the Story
An Old-Fashioned Tea

Extend the enjoyment of reading the novel by holding an old-fashioned Tea. 
Students may invite a grandparent or a person of that generation. Send hand-
written invitations done in calligraphy or the best available handwriting.

Students could work together to plan a menu that is simple to prepare 
and eat, such as chocolate-dipped strawberries, a cheese ball and crackers, 
and no-bake cookies. Serve tea and punch.

Decorate with displays of projects completed 
while studying the novel. For entertainment, 
have the haiku poems read aloud or conduct 
a demonstration of kite flying, using the 
kites made in Lesson 6.

Be sure to send an informa-
tional letter home to parents 
well in advance of the event.
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13 Journey into Science
Experimenting with Air Pressure14

Read the information on Reproducible—Lesson 14 about 
preparing a disaster kit. Then make a list of the canned food 
you would pack for your family. Plan enough food to last for 
three days—and don’t forget food for your pets.

Journey into Thinking Skills
Our Family Eats

3 Journey into Arts and Crafts
Poetry in Ocean

Materials for each student:
• art paper; blue and green 

tempera paint
• paintbrush
• white glue
• natural-colored art sand
• white shaving cream
• small shells or shell-

shaped pasta

1. Mix blue tempera to watercolor thickness and wash 
over the upper half of the paper to represent sky. 
Add green tempera to make blue-green, and wash 
over the lower half of the paper. Let dry completely.

2. Brush white glue, thinned with water, over a strip 
at the lower edge of the paper to represent shore. 
Sprinkle sand over the glue, shake off the excess, 
and let the page dry completely.

3. Mix equal parts of shaving cream and glue. Use the 
mixture to add ocean spray, breaking waves, flying 
birds, or cumulus clouds.

4. Glue shells in place on the sand.
5. Paste a haiku poem (Reproducible—Lesson 3B) in 

an open place in the sky.

Materials:
• 2 table tennis balls or foam balls
• 2 pieces of string (each 6 inches in length)
• hot glue or 2 straight pins
• a pencil about 6 inches in length

 Glue one end of a piece of string to a table
tennis ball. Or pin one end of a piece of string
to a foam ball. Repeat with the other ball and
string.

 Tie the loose ends of the string to the pencil, 
about 2 inches apart.
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Ask students to suggest what will happen if 
they blow between the two balls. Then have them 
try it. Note that the balls move more closely 
together.

Help students to understand that blowing 
between the balls created an area of low pressure. 
Because higher pressure air is on the outside of 
the balls, the balls were pushed together. Air pres-
sure becomes lower when air moves more quickly.

Point out that airplane wings are designed so that the air going over the 
top of the wing moves more quickly than the air beneath the wing. The air 
above the wing has lower pressure. The air beneath the wing has higher 
pressure. The air under the wing will push the wing up, causing it to lift.
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together.

Help students to understand that blowing 
between the balls created an area of low pressure. 
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sure becomes lower when air moves more quickly.
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top of the wing moves more quickly than the air beneath the wing. The air 
above the wing has lower pressure. The air beneath the wing has higher 
pressure. The air under the wing will push the wing up, causing it to lift.
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Extend the enjoyment of reading the novel by holding an old-fashioned Tea. 
Students may invite a grandparent or a person of that generation. Send hand-
written invitations done in calligraphy or the best available handwriting.

Students could work together to plan a menu that is simple to prepare 
and eat, such as chocolate-dipped strawberries, a cheese ball and crackers, 
and no-bake cookies. Serve tea and punch.

Decorate with displays of projects completed 
while studying the novel. For entertainment, 
have the haiku poems read aloud or conduct 
a demonstration of kite flying, using the 
kites made in Lesson 6.

Be sure to send an informa-
tional letter home to parents 
well in advance of the event.
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